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Physicals , Interrogation 
Await Pueblo Crewmen 


Whether Korean Waters 
Violated, Question 


By FRED HOFFMAN 
WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
Pueblo crewmen will be flown 
to the United States for interro- 
gation and medical checkups, 
probably at San Diego Naval 
Hospital, soon after North Ko- 
rea frees them. 

The families of the 82 officers 
and men will be reunited with 
them there, sources said. The 
government will pay the cost. 

The intelligence “debrief- 
ings,” which may last for 
weeks, will give authorities 
their first opportunity to ask the 
crewmen whether the spy ship 
ever entered North Korea’s 
claimed territorial waters dur- 
ing a nearly two-week cruise 
prior to its capture last Jan. 23. 

High-ranking American offi- 
cials insisted the Pueblo was in 
international waters at the time 
of the seizure. But there was a 


10-day radio silence during the 
cruise and officials conceded 
they could not be sure the ship 
remained beyond the 12-mile 
limit at all times. 

NO CREDENCE 
The men also will be ques- 
tioned about the validity of 
North Korean statements that, 
while in captivity, the crew- 
men had confessed intruding 
into North Korean waters. 

The interrogators will want to 
know whether the captive crew- 
men signed such statements 
and, if they did, whether it was 
under threat or any other kind 
of pressure. 

The State Department has 
said it places no credence in 
“alleged confessions’* produced 
under circumstances constitut- 
ing “a form of duress.” 
American authorities are anx- 
ious also to find out what hap- 
pened to secret code machines 
and other sensitive equipment 
aboard the Pueblo. 

To be on the safe side, sources 


“1 O 


said, “there was a lot of code 
and cipher changing right after 
the Pueblo was captured.” 

It is unclear when the Ameri- 
can public will receive the crew- 
mens’ story of their capture and 
11-month ordeal. 

It is possible, sources said, 
some crewmen will complete 
their interrogations earlier than 
others and might be made avail- 
able to newsmen before the en- 
tire process is complete. 

But because of security rea 
sons and possible legal ques- 
tions, the amount of information 
made available to the public 
could be restricted. 

After the repatriated men un- 
dergo interrogation and whatev- 
er medical treatment they may 
need, sources indicated, there 
probably will be a formal Navy 
court of inquiry to determine 
whether any action might be 
taken against members of the 
crew, including Cmdr. Lloyd M 
Bucher, the ship’s captain. 
APPARENTLY SEPARATE 
Sources suggested the inquiry 
would be entirely separate from 
the questioning by intelligence 
officers. 

In these circumstances, the 
sources said, the court might 
develop its own evidence with- 
out access to the results of the 
intelligence debriefing where 
men conceivably could compro- 
mise themselves by speaking 
frankly. 

A Pentagon memorandum set- 


ting policy for handling re- 
turned U.S. prisoners of war, in- 
cluding Pueblo crewmen, stat- 
ed: 

“Returnees will be accorded 
all of the legal rights and privi- 
leges to which they are entitled 
as military personnel at every 
stage of processing, including 
intelligence debriefings. 

‘In view of the physical and 
or psychological pressures to 
which they may have been sub 
ject, particular care must be 
taken to insure that their rights 
and privileges are in no way 
comprised or diluted.” 

That memorandum, signed by 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
Paul H. Nitze, provides the gen- 
eral guidelines for the repatria- 
tion. Specific, details of the 
Pueblo plan have been withheld 
If there is evidence of miscon- 
duct, Nitze said, it will be re- 
ferred to the Navy and “dis- 
posed of in accordance with nor- 
mal practices.” 

The memorandum declares 
“the welfare and morale of re- 
turned personnel shall be of 
prime importance,” adding: 

“All reasonable efforts will be 
made at all stages to provide 
for their personal, psychological 
and spiritual needs.” 

The Nitze memorandum 
states also: “factual informa- 
tion will be made available 
subject to appropriate consider 
ation (1) security requirements, 

(2) the welfare of the returned 
personnel and their families and 

(3) the safety and interests of 
other personnel who may still 
be detained.” 

The Nitze memo indicates 
crewmen will get legal and pub- 
lic affairs counseling before 
they are made available to 
newsmen. 

Officials said no man will be 
required to submit to interviews 
or news conferences unless he 
wishes. 


si 

ft 

b 

le 

S( 

th 

Bi 

er 

Mi 

Ge 

wa 

A 

Bei 

nan 

$2,3 

n 

crai 


